
 (With the length of the Passion reading I will keep the homily very 

short today). You may have been following March Madness, the college 

basketball tournament. (Gonzaga is all over the news). It’s seemed like 

a lot of basketball games on TV these past couple weeks.  I’ve heard 

that advertisers really love these big sports spectacles because they can 

finally get people to watch their commercials. These days, most people 

record their favorite shows and watch them later when they can skip 

the commercials – or they wait and buy the whole DVD set and binge 

watch. The big exception to this phenomenon is sports. We still want to 

tune in to the big game live. This is because a Super Bowl or Final Four 

game is “unscripted drama.” We don’t know how it will turn out and 

we’re drawn to watch it as things play out in real time.  

 I think of that idea of unscripted drama on this Palm Sunday. We 

have all just taken part in a drama. We have each had a part to play to 

the proclamation of the gospel. But what we need to remember as we 

start this Holy Week is that this drama of the Passion of Jesus Christ 



continues – and that we’re all still in it.  We may think we know how it 

turns out. And we do know what happens to Jesus. We’ve heard the 

story many times. But we don’t know how the drama turns out for us – 

for me personally. Our lives are unscripted dramas as we live our lives 

and interact with God’s offer of grace. We’re not just reading a part. I 

have to answer the questions of – what will I do when confronted with 

Jesus and His cross? Will I run, betray, deny Him, stand by Him? As a 

member of the Body of Christ the Paschal mystery is still playing out for 

me in real time. I can’t put it off, or record it. It’s now! 

 This Holy Week come and remember what makes your life so 

interesting and important. Come and re-live the drama we are each a 

part of. Practice your own part and how you relate to Jesus, and 

remember how much Jesus loves you, and how much He suffered and 

offers you – and learn how to accept that love by watching Jesus 

offering His life for yours. (Holy Thursday 7:00; Good Friday stations 

9:00, ecu stations noon; service 7:00; Vigil 8:00. Easter 7,9,11) 


