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Saint Francis of Assisi 

Canticle of the Creatures (1225) 

 

“Laudato si’, mi’ Signore…” 

 

Praise be to you, my Lord, with all your creatures, 

especially Sir Brother Sun, 

who is the day and through whom you give us light. 

And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor; 

and bears a likeness of you, Most High. 
 

Praise be to you, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars; 

in heaven you formed them clear and precious and beautiful. 
 

Praise be to you, my Lord, through Brother Wind, 

and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather 

through whom you give sustenance to your creatures. 
 

Praise be to you, my Lord, through Sister Water, 

who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste. 
 

Praise be to you, my Lord, through Brother Fire, 

through whom you light the night, 

and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong. 
 

Praise be to you, my Lord, through Sister Mother Earth, 

who feeds us and rules us, and produces various fruits with colored flowers and herbs. 
 

Praise be to you, my Lord, through those who forgive for love of you; 

through those who endure sickness and trial. 

Happy those who endure in peace, for by you, Most High, they will be crowned. 
 

Praise be to you, my Lord, through Sister Death, 

from whose embrace no living person can escape. 

Woe to those who die in mortal sin! 

Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. 

The second death can do no harm to them. 

Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks, and serve him with great humility. 

 

  

Piero Casentini, Sanctuary of San Damiano, Assisi, Italy (2005) 
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A Christian prayer in union with creation 

 

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.  

They came forth from your all-powerful hand; 

they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love. 

Praise be to you! 
 

Son of God, Jesus, 

through you all things were made. 

You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother, 

you became part of this earth, 

and you gazed upon this world with human eyes. 

Today you are alive in every creature 

in your risen glory. 

Praise be to you! 
 

Holy Spirit, by your light 

you guide this world towards the Father’s love 

and accompany creation as it groans in travail. 

You also dwell in our hearts  

and you inspire us to do what is good. 

Praise be to you! 
 

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love, 

teach us to contemplate you 

in the beauty of the universe, 

for all things speak of you. 

Awaken our praise and thankfulness 

for every being that you have made.  

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined 

to everything that is. 
 

God of love, show us our place in this world 

as channels of your love 

for all the creatures of this earth,  
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 

Enlighten those who possess power and money 

that they may avoid the sin of indifference,  
that they may love the common good, advance the weak,  

and care for this world in which we live. 

The poor and the earth are crying out. 

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,  

help us to protect all life, 

to prepare for a better future, 

for the coming of your Kingdom 

of justice, peace, love and beauty. 

Praise be to you! 
 

Amen.  
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INTRODUCTION (1-16) 
 

 Lessons 

There is a three-fold relationship between God, people, and nature (1, 10, 12) 

We are violating that relationship (2) 

 Key quotes 

The earth “cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her…” 

“We have come to see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled to plunder her at will.” 

“The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of sickness evident in 

the soil, in the water, in the air, and in all forms of life” (2). 

 Relationships 

Earth is our sister and our mother (1) 

But we are acting as lords and masters, not stewards (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE: What Is Happening to Our Common Home:  The Present Ecological Crisis (17-61) 
 

 Lessons 

We must first become aware of the harm we have done… 

…in order to learn what we can do about it (19) 

 Key quotes 

“Our goal is…to become painfully aware…[of] what is happening to the world…and thus to discover what 

each of us can do about it” (19). 

“The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of filth” (21). 

“If we scan the…planet, we…see that humanity has disappointed God’s expectations” (61 (JPII)). 

 Relationships 

When we harm nature, we harm our relationships with self, with others, and with God 

 

 

  

There is a three-fold relationship... ...because of sin we are violating that relationship. 

When we harm nature... ...we harm God, neighbor, and self. 
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TWO: The Gospel of Creation:  Principles from the Judeo-Christian Tradition (62-100) 
 

 Lessons 

Gospel of Jesus Christ = “Good News” 

Even in what looks like “bad news,” we can always turn to principles of faith for hope 

 Key quotes 

“The creation accounts in the book of Genesis…suggest that human life is grounded in three fundamental 

and closely intertwined relationships:  with God, with our neighbor, and with the earth itself.  According to 

the Bible, these three vital relationships have been broken [by sin]” (66). 

“Concern for the environment thus needs to be joined to a sincere love for our fellow human beings and an 

unwavering commitment to resolving the problems of society” (91). 

“It follows that our indifference or cruelty toward fellow creatures of this world sooner or later affects the 

treatment we mete out to other human beings.  WE HAVE ONLY ONE HEART, and the same 

wretchedness which leads us to mistreat an animal will not be long in showing itself in our relationships 

with other people” (92). 

 Relationships 

God = Creator 

Human beings = not God; created by God; with dominion and stewardship for nature 

Nature = not God; created by God; to be protected and cared for (by human beings) 

 

 

 

We need Christ to heal our heart and relationships. 

We have only one heart... ...sin wounds our heart. 

The way our heart treats nature... 
...is the way our heart will eventually treat 

God and neighbor. 


