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The Most Holy Trinity:  Relationship and Care for Creation 

 The title of my thesis work in seminary was Christian Concern for the Care of Creation.1  

My task in this thesis was to demonstrate that the care of creation “is not an optional or a 

secondary aspect of” being a Christian.  Rather, the care of creation is part of “living our 

vocation,” it’s a core part of what God is calling us to do, and it’s “essential to a life of virtue 

[and holiness].”2 

 There are many different ways one might explain his or her motivation to care for 

creation:  it’s socially responsible; it’s economical; a desire to preserve or share resources; in 

order to enjoy the beauty of creation; or simply, God made us humans for the purpose of 

cultivating and caring for creation.3  All these different reasons can be summed up in one word, 

that is, relationship. 

 We are called to care for creation because we are in relationship with God, with one 

another, and with the rest of creation.  And when we don’t care for creation, we are harming not 

only our relationship with the rest of creation.  We are also harming our relationship with other 

people, who will be denied the opportunity to enjoy God’s gift of creation.  And we are also 

harming our relationship with God, by rejecting the gift that He has given to us and entrusted us 

to take care of. 

+++ 

 That word—relationship—is an important word for us to consider today on Trinity 

Sunday.  Because, today, when we celebrate the Most Holy Trinity in a special way, we are 
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celebrating that God is in Himself relationship.  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are 

three distinct Persons who are eternally in relationship with one another.  Three distinct Persons 

who, through their eternal relationship, form a perfect unity of Love.4 

 This is not something that we can fully understand—that God is Three and that God is 

One—or that that we could make up ourselves.  Rather, it is a Truth of our Faith that has been 

revealed to us.  Looking back on the Hebrew Scriptures of the Old Testament, we can see traces 

of the Trinity from the beginning of creation, which is then fully revealed to us in the New 

Testament, through Jesus’ preaching about the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.5 

 But, even if we cannot fully understand the mystery of the Trinity, we are called to enter 

into that relationship of Love.  To contemplate it.  To experience it.  To live it.  We are called to 

ourselves be a dwelling for the Trinity through our own loving relationships.6 

+++ 

 One of the ways that we contemplate, enter into, experience, and live the loving 

relationship of the Trinity is through God’s creation and, specifically, through caring for God’s 

creation.  Today’s Psalm—Psalm 8—is a contemplation of God’s creation.  By contemplating 

God’s creation, we see how God reveals Himself in creation.  His beauty; His awesomeness; His 

wonder and grandeur; and, also, His relationship.  His relationship to us and to all of creation. 

 O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!7 

 God’s name is wonderful in all the earth.  All of creation reveals and proclaims God’s 

beauty, awesomeness, wonder, and grandeur.  The heavens, the moon and the stars, sheep and 

oxen, beasts of the field, birds of the air, fishes of the sea.8 

 God reveals Himself to us through creation.  And, God also reveals who we are through 

His creation.  We, too, are part of God’s beautiful and awesome creation.  And, as the “crowning 
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glory” of creation, we have been given the special role of caring for creation.9  This is why it is 

so important for us to spend time contemplating God’s creation, to help us better understand how 

we are called to relationship with God, one another, and all of creation.10 

+++ 

 Four years ago, Pope Francis wrote an encyclical On Care for Our Common Home called 

Laudato si’.  In it he wrote “that each human being is an image of God,” but “that each creature 

[also] has its own purpose.  None is superfluous.  [All of creation] speaks of God’s love, his 

boundless affection for us.  Soil, water, mountains:  everything is, as it were, a caress of God.”11 

 Furthermore, Pope Francis quoted Saint Pope John Paul II:  We are invited “to discover 

the divine word present in creation . . . for those who have attentive ears and open eyes, creation 

is…almost another sacred book whose letters are…the multitude of created things present in the 

universe.”12 

 If we want to better understand who God, the Most Holy Trinity is, we must allow God to 

speak to us through His creation.  If we want to better love God, the Most Holy Trinity, we must 

allow God to caress us with His creation.  And, if we want to experience healing in our 

relationship with God, the Most Holy Trinity, we must seek healing in all of our relationships:  

with God, with one another, and with all of creation. 

+++ 

 Caring for Creation is not optional or secondary.  Caring for creation is a central part of 

being a Christian—of being a human being made in the image and likeness of God.  Caring for 

Creation is a very “Trinitarian” thing to do, because it shows that we, like the Father, and the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, are made for loving relationship—with God, with one another, and with 

all of creation.13 
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1 See Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis for the Establishment of the ‘World Day of Prayer for the Care of 

Creation’ [1st September]. Thesis was inspired by the following statement: 

“As Christians we wish to contribute to resolving the ecological crisis which humanity is presently experiencing. 

In doing so, we must first rediscover in our own rich spiritual patrimony the deepest motivations for our concern 

for the care of creation.” 
2 Pope Francis, Laudato si’ (LS) 217 
3 See Genesis 1:28: 

“God blessed them and God said to them: Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over 

the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that crawl on the earth.” 

And see Genesis 2:15: 

“The LORD God then took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden, to cultivate and care for it.” 
4 Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 252: 

“The Church uses (I) the term ‘substance’ (rendered also at times by ‘essence’ or ‘nature’) to designate the divine 

being in its unity, (II) the term ‘person’ or ‘hypostasis’ to designate the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the real 

distinction among them, and (III) the term ‘relation’ to designate the fact that their distinction lies in the 

relationship of each to the others.” 
5 See Genesis 1:26: 

“Then God said: Let us make human beings in our image, after our likeness.” 

And see Matthew 28:19: 

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the holy Spirit…” 

Also see Today’s Second Reading (Romans 5:1-5) and Gospel (John 16:12-15) for references to Father, Son, and 

Spirit. 
6 CCC 260: 

“The ultimate end of the whole divine economy is the entry of God's creatures into the perfect unity of the Blessed 

Trinity. But even now we are called to be a dwelling for the Most Holy Trinity: ‘If a man loves me’, says the 

Lord, ‘he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him, and make our home with 

him…’ 
7 Psalm 8:2, 10 
8 Psalm 8:4, 8-9 
9 Psalm 8:5-7 
10 See LS 233: 

“Saint Bonaventure teaches us that ‘contemplation deepens the more we feel the working of God’s grace within 

our hearts, and the better we learn to encounter God in creatures outside ourselves’.” 
11 LS 84 
12 LS 85, quoting John Paul II, General Audience, Wednesday, 30 January 2002, Catechesis on Psalm 18, God 

Creator creates brilliance of Sun par. 6 
13 See LS 92: 

“Moreover, when our hearts are authentically open to universal communion, this sense of fraternity excludes 

nothing and no one. It follows that our indifference or cruelty towards fellow creatures of this world sooner or 

later affects the treatment we mete out to other human beings. We have only one heart, and the same wretchedness 

which leads us to mistreat an animal will not be long in showing itself in our relationships with other people. 

Every act of cruelty towards any creature is ‘contrary to human dignity’. We can hardly consider ourselves to be 

fully loving if we disregard any aspect of reality: ‘Peace, justice and the preservation of creation are three 

absolutely interconnected themes, which cannot be separated and treated individually without once again falling 

into reductionism’. Everything is related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful 

pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has for each of his creatures and which also unites us in fond 

affection with brother sun, sister moon, brother river and mother earth.” 

                                                           


