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Corpus Christi:  Eucharistic Procession 

 Three men were ordained priests yesterday at St. James Cathedral in Seattle:  Father Ben 

Bray, Father Tyler Johnson, and Father Carlos Orozco.  It was a joy to see so many of you, our 

Holy Family parishioners, there at the Cathedral yesterday.  In particular, to witness and pray for 

our parish’s former seminarian, Ben Bray, and our incoming parochial vicar, Tyler Johnson, as 

they were ordained to the priesthood. 

 I remember at my own Ordination, two years ago, how special it was for me to have so 

many people from all the times and places of my life there with me:  family and friends from 

around the country; loved ones from my childhood; from college; from work; and from several 

parishes that I had been at during my years as a seminarian—and even some of you were there to 

welcome me to Holy Family as your new priest. 

 Thank you for all the ways that you have supported me, Father Ben, and Father Tyler 

these past few years and this summer, as we prepared for and entered into priestly ministry.  It 

has meant so much to me and I know to both of them to know of your welcome, your prayers, 

and your love and support. 

+++ 

 At the Ordination Rite yesterday, there were two things that happened in the middle of 

the Mass that make up the heart of the ritual.  First, the Laying on of Hands, in which 

Archbishop—followed by the other bishops and all the priests present—laid his hands on the 

candidates’ heads, praying for the gift of the Holy Spirit to come upon them and fill them up 
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through their Ordination to the Priesthood.  Second, the Archbishop prayed the Prayer of 

Ordination over the men, blessing them with words that prepare them for their ministry as 

priests.1 

 Once these two things have happened, the men have received the Sacrament of Holy 

Orders and are ordained priests.  However, the ritual continues with what are called Explanatory 

Rites; that is, rites that use actions, symbols, and words that “explain” to us what has just 

happened.2 

 The first Explanatory Rite is the Investiture with Stole and Chasuble.  Each man selects 

priests that have helped him get to this day to come forward and present him for the first time 

with a priest’s stole and chasuble—the liturgical vestments that distinguishes him as a priest, 

particularly in the celebration of Mass.  Once they have these vestments on, we can all see 

clearly what has happened through the prayer of the Archbishop; what has changed in them; that 

is, they have been ordained priests! 

 And, yesterday, while the new priests were being helped with putting on their stole and 

chasuble, the rest of us, along with the choir, were chanting Psalm 110—the same Psalm that we 

chanted today at Mass for the Solemnity of Corpus Christi:  “You are a priest forever, in the line 

of Melchizedek.”3  Thus, with our prayers, we assisted in the Explanatory Rite, as we, too, with 

our words, witnessed to the Sacrament of Ordination that had just occurred. 

+++ 

 You are a priest forever, in the line of Melchizedek.  Who is this Melchizedek mentioned 

in Psalm 110?  That seems to be so important in the Ordination of Priests and in our celebration 

today of Corpus Christi?  He is a somewhat mysterious figure that we met in our First Reading 

this morning from Genesis.  The only time he appears in Scripture is during this brief encounter 
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with Abram that lasts for only three verses.  Yet the memory of this encounter endures as we see 

in the Ordination Ritual and in our Mass today. 

 We know only a few things about Melchizedek:  he is a priest of God Most High and the 

King of Salem (or Jerusalem).4  And he came to help Abram celebrate his great victory over the 

coalition of kings from the East who had invaded the land.  In a sense, Melchizedek’s appearance 

serves as a sort of “Explanatory Rite” for what Abram has just experienced.  Melchizedek brings 

a feast of bread and wine to celebrate Abram’s victory over his enemies; and he blesses Abram 

by acknowledging that his victory over his enemies came—not by his power—but by God’s 

power.5 

+++ 

 Looking back on this encounter between Melchizedek and Abram, and seeing it through 

the lens of Jesus Christ, we understand that Melchizedek is a prefigurement of Jesus Christ.6  

Jesus Christ is our eternal King and Priest in the line of Melchizedek.  That is, through His 

Sacrifice on the Cross, Jesus Christ has won Victory for us over our enemies7—and, furthermore, 

He helps us to celebrate that Victory. 

 Like Melchizedek, Jesus Christ brings us a feast of bread and wine so that we can 

continually celebrate and remember His Victory over our enemies.  But in this celebration, Jesus 

Christ blesses us further by allowing the bread and wine to be changed into His Body and Blood.  

Thus, He not only blesses us with a celebration and remembrance of His Victory, but He makes 

both His Victory and Himself eternally present to us in the Eucharist.  Therefore, His Victory is 

not something of the past that we celebrate and remember—it’s an eternal reality that is always 

present to us, and that we are always invited to enter into. 
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 This is the same priesthood that Fathers Ben, Tyler, and Carlos were ordained into 

yesterday.  They are priests forever in the line of Melchizedek.  That is, they have been ordained 

priests to help us celebrate, remember, and make eternally present Jesus Christ’s Victory over 

our enemies.  As priests, through the gifts of bread and wine, they will make Jesus Christ’s Body 

and Blood present for us in every Mass.  To continually nourish and strengthen each of us in our 

daily spiritual battle against our enemies. 

+++ 

 So, we come to Mass each Sunday—and every day, when we can—to celebrate Christ’s 

Victory over our enemies.  And, once a year, we might make a special trip to the Cathedral to 

witness the Ordination of a priest—to celebrate that Jesus Christ continues to make the reality of 

His Victory present in our world through the line of priests in our Church. 

 And, once a year, we celebrate this Solemnity of Corpus Christi—the Most Holy Body 

and Blood of Christ—in order to witness Christ’s Victory to our neighbors and the world in a 

special way.  After the 11:00 a.m. Mass (weather-permitting), we will celebrate this Victory in a 

special way with a Corpus Christi Procession.  We will make a Procession around the 

neighborhood with the Eucharist in the Monstrance. 

 And, because we only do this once a year, it’s an out of the ordinary way to get the 

attention of our neighbors.  To make them wonder what we’re doing here at Holy Family 

Church.  And thus, it becomes a sort of “Explanatory Rite” in itself of why we come to Mass.  

We are “explaining” or showing to our neighbors that Jesus Christ’s Victory over our enemies is 

still present in our world. 
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 It can be likened to any other celebratory parade—like the tradition of a sports team 

having a victory parade downtown after winning the championship.  It’s a both a celebration and 

an “explanation”, so to speak, of what has happened. 

+++ 

 However, this Procession is not just an “explanation” to our neighbors.  It’s also an 

“explanation” to ourselves.  Just as it has an impact on those who will see us—it also has an 

impact on us who participate in and experience it.  It makes us stop and think about what the 

Eucharist means to us. 

 Just like at the Ordination yesterday.  We all saw the three men put on the priest stole and 

chasuble, and the effect that had on us is that we could see that they had been ordained priests.  

But it also had an effect on the new priests themselves.  For the first time they felt themselves 

putting on and wearing a priest stole and chasuble.  In that moment, it hit them, too:  “Wow!  I 

just became a priest forever!” 

 It’s the same effect on us when we participate in the Eucharistic Procession.  It reminds 

us of Christ’s Victory over the enemy that we celebrate, remember, and make present at every 

Mass. 

+++ 

 Finally, my friends, the visibility of the Eucharistic Procession teaches us something else 

that’s very important.  It teaches us that each and every Sunday—every day that we come to 

Mass—we participate in a Eucharistic Procession when we leave this church after Mass.  How 

so? 

 Every time we receive the Eucharist at Mass and process out of the church, each of us 

contains the Body and Blood of Christ within us.  Each of us contains Christ’s Victory within us.  
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It’s not visible in the same way as a priest carrying a monstrance, surrounded by a canopy and 

bells, and followed by hundreds of people. 

 But it’s still just as true. 

 When we receive the Eucharist, we carry the Presence of Christ and His Victory within 

us.  And we are sent forth from this church to make that Presence visible with our attitude, 

actions, behaviors, ministries, and vocations.  We are called to make that Truth be just as 

visible—to be just as striking—to stand out just as much to our family, friends, neighbors, and 

the whole world—as a Eucharistic Procession through the neighborhood does. 

1 The Roman Pontifical: Rites of Ordination of a Bishop, of Priests, and of Deacons, “Chapter II: Ordination of 

Priests”, Nos. 129-131 
2 “Ordination of Priests”, Nos. 132-138 
3 Psalm 110:4b; also see “Ordination”, No. 134 
4 Genesis 14:18 
5 Genesis 14:19-20 
6 See Hebrews 5:5-10: 

“In the same way, it was not Christ who glorified himself in becoming high priest, but rather the one who said to 

him: 

‘You are my son; 

this day I have begotten you’; 

just as he says in another place: 

‘You are a priest forever 

according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 

In the days when he was in the flesh, he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears to the one who 

was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 

Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered; 

and when he was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 

declared by God high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

And see Hebrews 6:20: 

“…where Jesus has entered on our behalf as forerunner, becoming high priest forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek.” 
7 See Psalm 110:1-2: 

“A psalm of David. 

The LORD says to my lord: 

‘Sit at my right hand, 

while I make your enemies your footstool.’ 

The scepter of your might: 

the LORD extends your strong scepter from Zion. 

Have dominion over your enemies!” 

                                                           


