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Follow Jesus to Heaven 

 This month, as I’ve been preparing for this weekend—my final weekend with all of you, 

my beloved Holy Family Family—I’ve been experiencing lots of “lasts”.  Last parish council 

meeting; last staff meeting; last day of parish school; last visit to Evergreen Hospital and New 

Bethlehem Day Center; last time hearing Confessions in our Confessional; last week of daily 

Masses; and now, here we are, the last Sunday Masses.  And, as you can imagine, during these 

past few weeks of “lasts”, it’s been hard to be in a place that I care about; doing things that are 

important; with people I love—and then have that thought:  “This is the last time I’ll be in this 

place; doing this thing; with these people.” 

 My two years here at Holy Family haven’t been a long amount of time—they’ve been too 

short and gone by too fast.  But, they’ve been very rich, very full, and very blessed, thanks be to 

God.  And thank you to all of you, for making these two years so memorable and special—and 

the best parish for me to begin my priesthood—thank you! 

+++ 

 Now that I’m approaching middle age, I’ve had many “last days” in my life.  Last day of 

high school; last day of college; last days at places I’ve worked; last day at seminary.  And now, 

my last day as a priest at Holy Family.  No matter our age, we’ve all experienced a last day at an 

important place at some point in our lives.  And we know that the emotions that come with a last 

day can be a complex mixture of:  sadness; excitement; joy; sorrow; regret; hopefulness; 

anxiousness; gratitude. 
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 My rector at seminary called me a nostalgic soul, and he’s right—I am.  So, as I’ve been 

experiencing all these “lasts”, I’ve been wanting to soak these moments up.  To make them 

memorable and special.  I’ve been wanting those last few meetings and pastoral visits to go well.  

I’ve been wanting these last few weeks of Masses to be celebrated well; and, hopefully, to be 

able to preach something that’s helpful.  I’ve been trying to get things organized and finished up 

well. 

+++ 

 This past Thursday evening, as I was walking over to the School Gymnasium for my last 

night of Men’s Basketball, I was talking to the Lord a little bit about all these “lasts” that I’m 

going through.  And I said to God, “Wouldn’t it be kinda cool if I were ‘in the zone’ tonight?  

Make this night the one that the guys will talk about forever?  The night that Father Chad was on 

fire?”  And, as far as I could tell, God was in agreement with me on this, because I was feeling 

pretty good as I walked into the Gym. 

 So, I got on the court for the first game.  The ball went up and down the court a few 

times.  Then, a few possessions into the game, I got my chance.  I was open in the corner.  I 

caught the pass and squared up for the shot.  And, if you’ve ever played basketball, then you’ll 

understand what I’m talking about.  I was in rhythm, I flicked my wrist just right with a perfect 

follow through, the ball felt good as it left my fingertips, and I was just waiting for the inevitable 

“swish”. 

 Except…it was an airball.  And then my next shot was a brick off the front of the rim.  

And then I missed a bunch of layups.  And my only highlight moment of the night—if you can 

call it that—was when I posted up Bill, got scratched in the face by him, but still made the layup. 
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 So, in the end, my “last night” in the HFK Gym was a lot like all the other nights these 

past two years.  I made about half of my layups; the only jump shot I made banked in off the 

backboard; I hustled a lot, got a few rebounds, some assists, and a couple steals.  And, I had a 

good time with a great bunch of guys.  Not a particularly memorable “last night”.  An ordinary 

night, but that’s OK. 

 Actually, more than OK.  Because, it was an ordinary night, but it was a meaningful 

night.  With meaningful moments added to hundreds of meaningful moments in the Gym these 

past two years.  Meaningful moments added to thousands of meaningful moments that you all 

have been part of here at Holy Family these past two years:  here in the Church, in the Social 

Hall, in the Parish Office, and out in our community.  Meaningful moments added to countless 

meaningful moments in the life of Holy Family Parish the past hundred years—and for many 

years to come. 

+++ 

 It’s right in the midst of these ordinary—and meaningful—moments that God has always 

called us to follow Him.  In the Old Testament, God called Moses and David on an ordinary 

day—while they were tending their flocks—just as He called Elisha in our First Reading while 

he was out plowing his fields.1  In the New Testament, Jesus called Simon and Andrew on an 

ordinary day—while fishing; and He called Matthew—while at his tax collector’s office.2  And, 

as we heard in our Gospel Reading, Jesus said those words to many others along the way:  

“Follow me.”3 

 There are all kinds of ways in which people responded to Jesus’ call.  Some went right 

away.  Some turned away sad.  Some hesitated.4  We can imagine the complex mixture of 
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emotions those ordinary folks like us might’ve felt:  sadness; excitement; joy; sorrow; regret; 

hopefulness; anxiousness; gratitude. 

 Every day Jesus is calling us to follow Him.  Sometimes, His call comes in a visible way, 

and we are called to make a big decision.  Say ‘yes’ to a move or change in direction.  Follow 

Him to a new place; to do the next thing; to be with a different group of people.  And amidst that 

complex mixture of feelings, we take a step of faith in following Him—even when we don’t feel 

quite ready to let go or move on. 

 But, most often, His call comes in the ordinary moments of each day.  Being faithful and 

doing good, as many times as we can in big and small ways.  Taking care of the places God has 

put us in, and the things God has given us to do in our daily work.  Loving the people God has 

given us to serve in our particular vocations—whether married, single, young, or old—in our 

home, workplace, church, neighborhood, and community. 

 When we faithfully follow Jesus in both these ways—in the visible change in direction, 

as well as the daily path—then, we are—as Jesus called us to in today’s Gospel—proclaiming 

the Kingdom of God.  And we are on the way to Heaven.5 

+++ 

 I’ll conclude with a brief story that I heard on Sacred Heart Radio about fifteen years ago.  

It was an old recorded talk by a priest from several decades ago.  The priest was traveling on his 

way back home, and for one leg of the trip, he shared a ride with a young man.  The two of them 

struck up a good conversation for a few hours, talking about life, and just enjoying one another’s 

company. 

 When it came time for them to go different directions, the priest said to the young man: 

“I have a favor to ask you.  I’ve enjoyed meeting you and knowing you in this 

short time.  But I’m probably never going to see you again.  So, the favor I want 
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to ask you is this:  for the rest of your life, wherever you go, as often as you can, 

choose good and do the right.  And I’ll do the same.  And then one day we’ll be 

together again in Heaven.  Would you do that for me?” 

Then, the young man’s eyes got really big, and filled up with water, and started to run over with 

tears.  And the young man said:  “I promise!  No one has ever asked me to go to Heaven before.  

I promise I’ll try!” 

+++ 

 Now, I hope that I do get to see you all again someday.  But, I have the same favor to ask 

you.  As often as you can, wherever you go, choose good, do the right, and follow Jesus.  And 

I’ll do the same.  And then one day we’ll all be together again in Heaven. 

 This is who God made us to be.6  And this is why Christ died on the Cross to set us free.7  

So that we might have freedom—not to do whatever—but, specifically, to choose good and do 

the right.  We’ve been set free from slavery to sin in order to do good.  To take care of the places 

and the things we are called to—wherever and whatever they are.  And to love and serve the 

people we are with—whoever they are. 

 When we all follow Jesus in this way, no matter where Jesus leads us here on Earth, we 

will not only be together again someday in Heaven—we will start to experience Heaven together 

here and now, along the way.8 

1 Exodus 3:1 (Moses); 1 Samuel 16:11 (David); 1 Kings 19:19 (Elisha) 

Also, see commentary by Adrien Nocent in The Liturgical Year, Volume 3: Sundays Two to Thirty-Four in Ordinary 

Time, “Year C: Thirteenth Sunday: Follow without Delay: Leave Everything”. 

Also, see calling of Samuel from Gospel Acclamation (1 Samuel 3:9): “So he said to Samuel, ‘Go to sleep, and if 

you are called, reply, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”’” 
2 Mark 1:16 (Simon and Andrew); Matthew 9:9 (Matthew) 

Also, see commentary by Nocent. 
3 Luke 9:59 
4 For example: Luke 9:59, 61; John 1:37; Matthew 19:22; Mark 10:22; John 3:9; John 4:29; etc. 
5 Luke 9:60: “But Jesus answered him, ‘. . . But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’” 

Also, see today’s Psalm (16:11): 

“You will show me the path to life, 

abounding joy in your presence, 

the delights at your right hand forever.” 
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6 Genesis 1:26-27, 31; 2:15 
7 Galatians 5:1: “For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery.” 
8 St. Catherine of Siena (1347-1380): “All the way to Heaven is Heaven, because Jesus Christ is the Way.” 


