
 In reading over the scriptures for today I was put in mind of the 

recent shootings in El Paso and Dayton. As you know, there has been 

many attempts to explain them, trying to stop future shootings. One 

theme is gun control. The American bishops have called for “common 

sense” gun control measures, however that is defined. I know some of 

you are strongly for or against gun control. I will leave it to you, the 

laity, to debate the best policy for society about that. That being said, in 

the face of these horrors, while we want to do something, and gun 

control feels like doing something, as far as being a solution to the 

mass-shootings, I doubt gun control will have much, if any, impact.  

 Others have insisted that the ideology of white supremacy must 

be addressed. Certainly, we must work against all forms of racism, or 

ideologies that are based on valuing or labeling persons based on their 

skin color. But many shooters aren’t white supremacists, and even for 

those who are, I suspect that trying to combat such ideas by closing 



down web sites will be a game of “whack-a-mole.” There will be always 

be dark corners of the internet where we can brainwash ourselves. 

 Which brings me to what I see as more of a root cause of the 

mass-shooting crisis. The internet has been a game-changer. Troubled, 

isolated men can marinate in, and seek to impress, on-line communities 

that, as pathetic as they are, constitute all such lost souls have. Evil 

always has an audience on-line. The shooters now video their murders 

in real time, just like video games. 

 But even though I believe the internet is more central to the mass 

shootings, and many of our problems, this knowledge offers no solution 

either. We can’t get turn off the internet, our new Master, even if we 

wanted to. We don’t control it. It controls us. Our minds can’t take so 

much information and stimulation. It makes us addicted, anxious, 

depressed, angry, afraid, but we can’t do anything about it. Living on-

line is slowly, or not so slowly, driving us literally insane. 



 And that brings me to the scriptures of this mass. Our first reading 

is from the Prophet Jeremiah. I want to set the context for this passage. 

Jerusalem is besieged by King Nebuchadnezzar and the army of Babylon 

in 587-6 BC. Jeremiah has been inspired by God to tell the Israelites 

that they must reform. They must stop worshipping idols, participating 

in temple prostitution, offering their children as human sacrifices to 

false gods, and return to Him, or they and Jerusalem will be destroyed.  

To which the princes of the city say to King Zedekiah, the 

Successor of David and King of Judah, “’Jeremiah ought to be put to 

death; he is demoralizing the soldiers . . .  and all the people, by 

speaking such things to them; he is not interested in the welfare of our 

people, but of their ruin’ . . . and so they took Jeremiah and threw him 

into the cistern.” In other words, in the face of this crisis of infidelity the 

rulers of Jerusalem see Jerimiah, not themselves, as the problem. 

 The mass shootings that are plaguing America and the rest of the 

world are just a symptom of a deeper crisis. There’s a society-wide 



dissolving of belief in God, the afterlife, marriage, the family, and local 

communities that leaves many feeling isolated, unloved, without 

purpose or future. For some young men this experience of isolation and 

loss of meaning results in taking up a gun and killing dozens of 

strangers. Others of us react in different ways. But this Great Dissolving 

is felt by most of us, even if we can’t articulate its source.  

This is Babylon attacking Jerusalem, and if we don’t repent, she 

and we will be destroyed. What does that attack look like? Here’s one 

recent example: The New York Times is the Bible of the American ruling 

class. It tells them what is good and what is acceptable. On August 3, 

there was an article in The Times entitled, “Polyamory Works for 

Them.” It’s a story about the new, enlightened attack on monogamy. 

The reporter went to a 200-person sex-party (we used to call them 

orgies) and wrote about the great time had by all. There is no single 

model that suits everyone, right, so, as long as everyone consents, it’s 

all OK. The article explores the cottage industry of life coaches that 



have sprung up in New York to help people get past any jealousy they 

might feel having their spouses go to such “sex-parties.” This is in The 

New York Times, not The Stranger. This is what the future looks like. 

 The Times sees this as progress. But it’s actually clear evidence of 

a society’s collapse. Without clear commitments and boundaries, 

including sexual ones (the virtue of “chastity”), marriage and family 

can’t endure. But our society increasingly rejects any limits whatsoever 

to an individual’s will or desires.  

The material needs of most of us are being met today – very well. 

Few die from starvation. In fact, obesity is exploding. Fewer people die 

from war than ever before. Medical science advances. And that’s great. 

But we’re dying spiritually. Babylon is at the gates, and the holy city is in 

decay. We live in a decadent society that is going insane. And the 

Church Jesus established to sanctify and protect the city of God is all 

too often right there participating in the party. Not most, but too many, 

of the shepherds are really wolves, attacking the sheep, and fighting on 



the side of Babylon, just as the High Priest and priests of the temple did 

in Jeremiah’s time. 

 That’s what we’re feeling, the unease and sense of dread. That’s 

what it feels like for a society to live without God and a hope for 

heaven, without strong marriages and families, without loving 

neighbors. These shooters are just the beginning. We’ve reached the 

tipping point. Babylon calls such transgressions “freedom,” but they’re 

our doom. 

 Almighty God is a jealous God. By that I mean, He won’t, and we 

can’t, put up for long with any substitute for Him. In our Gospel today 

Jesus said, “I have come to set the earth on fire . . . Do you think that I 

have come to establish peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division.” Just as Jeremiah divided Jerusalem with his truth from God 

that none of the princes of his society wanted to hear, so Jesus’ Gospel 

today divides the world and sets it on fire, and in conflict.  



I will continue to preach about happier topics, prayer, the 

sacraments, aids for spiritual growth, etc. because even, or especially, 

in the midst of the moral decay around us we are called to become 

saints, and we need to hear such truths to do so. Many of the greatest 

saints lived through the collapse of their societies. But today I just want 

to be on record preaching that this is an age like Jeremiah’s, and we 

need to look squarely at that truth. But not to end on such a dark note: 

we are not without hope. Up until the final breeching of Jerusalem’s 

walls Jeremiah cried out it was not too late to return to the Lord. The 

hour is late, but not too late. With conversion and repentance, we can 

escape the destruction and exile of the Jerusalem of Jeremiah’s time, 

but without them we’ll experience the same fate as they did.  


