
 In 1981 I was a sophomore at the University of Washington when 

Prince Charles married Lady Diana Spencer. A number of young women 

I knew – actually many – watched the wedding live. Now, remember, 

that meant they had to get up at something like 3:00 AM to do so. 

Crazy, right? Nope. Or at least, if it’s crazy, it’s also common. The 

fascination with the British royal family is widespread. I must admit that 

even members of my very own family have been known to get up in the 

dark to watch royal weddings – the latest being the wedding of Prince 

Harry and Meghan Markle. I suspect it has to do with one’s own 

daydreams of wearing a tiara. 

 It’s easy to poke fun. But I think many of us mull over what it 

would be like to wear a crown. I haven’t sacrificed sleep over it, but in 

reading of so many historical kings I have wondered myself, “What 

would it be like to be Alexander the Great, a Roman Emperor, or a king 

in the Middle Ages. What would I be like as a King? How would I act if I 

had that power, and people’s happiness depended on my decisions? 



 I bring up such dreams of royalty because in today’s parable Jesus 

tells us, “The Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king . . .” In the 

parable the King is Jesus Himself. And the point of the parable is the 

necessity of forgiving others as He has forgiven us. We are all the King’s 

debtors. And how does the Christ the King treat us? The King first seeks 

out justice, “The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who 

decided to settle accounts with his servants.” Uh oh. We’re going to get 

what we deserve! But then the servant asks for mercy and more time 

to repay his debt—and the King forgives it all! 

 Now let’s stop to look at the translation. It’s misleading. Our 

version says the first debtor owes “a huge amount.” This is a gross 

understatement. The Greek says “A myriad of talents.” That’s 10,000 

talents, and a talent was 6,000 denarii, and a denarii was a day’s wages. 

One talent was half a lifetime’s wages . . . and this man owes 10,000 

talents. Jesus’ point: it’s impossible for the servant to pay the king back. 

He’ll never do it. But the debt owed to the first servant by the second is 



translated, “a much smaller amount.” Again, this is a deceptive 

translation. It literally says, “100 denarii,” about three months wages. 

Big, but clearly doable. These are not the same kind of debts. 

 So, what is it to be King? Jesus is saying, to be a King is to be able 

and willing to forgive the unforgiveable debt. In the confessional I 

sometimes tell a person struggling to forgive to pray for the one who 

sinned against him or her. That reminds one of, and re-establishes, the 

relationship between sinner and victim -- that they’re both children of 

God.  

But at an even more fundamental level the answer to the 

question of how one forgives is to remember the relationship between 

me, the victim of the sin, and -- not the sinner -- but God. And that 

means coming to a deeper conviction of how much Christ the King has 

forgiven me. That is often at the root of an inability to forgive – a lack of 

awareness of how much I am a sinner unable to pay Jesus back for 

dying for me personally. The existential condition of every Christian is 



that of the first debtor. By our baptism we have been forgiven the full 

10,000-talent debt of Adam, something we couldn’t do ourselves. 

Now let’s go back to the parable and the first servant. As he 

leaves Christ the King’s throne room free of debt he should be walking 

on air, right? And then suddenly he comes face to face with his own 

debtor. And here I come back to my first observation of our common 

fantasy of being kings or queens. The forgiven debtor now has the 

chance to be a King himself! The forgiven sinner now has the same 

opportunity to exercise the royal virtue of mercy that has just been 

shown to him by Jesus. And it isn’t just a fantasy! We really are royalty. 

Our baptism was not only our pardon by Christ the King of all our sins. 

Baptism also made us share in Jesus’ role of priest, prophet and king! 

Baptism is our crown or tiara. In our baptisms we each truly participate 

in the royal power to forgive that Jesus tells us of in the parable. Will 

we let that divine, royal grace pass through us to another – or not?   



One of Jesus’ fundamental laws is: whatever I want to keep I must 

give away. And the most precious thing I have is my participation in the 

life of God Himself. And this grace is a gift I have received from God 

without deserving it! But to keep and grow it I must pass it on. Being 

aware of the act of mercy God has shown me allows me to circulate 

that grace to others – and it is only in that circulation of charity that I 

can remain filled with it. And if I don’t give it away, I bottle up charity 

and become stagnant, like a cesspool – like the first servant. 

[One of the best ways to be able to forgive others is to relive our 

own experience of being forgiven. And this takes place not only at 

baptism, but in the sacrament of reconciliation. We can think of the 

confessional as the throne room of Christ the King, where he dispenses 

forgiveness. And where we learn to live out our royal calling to forgive.] 

 So – if you have ever risen before dawn to watch a royal wedding, 

or dreamed about wearing a crown, here’s your chance to find out 

what kind of king or queen you would really be. Will you be one of 



those evil monarchs from history and fairy tales who choke and oppress 

your subjects? Or the compassionate and merciful ruler Jesus created 

you to be -- with whom Jesus wants to share His majesty? It’s not easy 

to forgive, but that is what’s at stake in our challenges to forgive those 

who have sinned against us. And it’s where we’ll find the power to do 

so -- and so wear our baptismal crowns worthily.  

  


